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TERRITORIAL VECTOR OF UKRAINIAN STUDIES ON THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE EDUCATION ABROAD 

Abstract. The article analyzes the territorial and geographical vector of 

Ukrainian studies on the development of foreign language education abroad. For 

the subject representative study of this problem, the method of the main array 

covered about 70 dissertations and two dozen monographs, and the selective 

method – about   a hundred articles. Based on the analysis of their names and 

content, four main territorial and geographical vectors of research of foreign 

language education abroad are identified:1) regional - in the form of state and 

political associations and historical and cultural regions of the world; 2) country 

studies - determines the range and priorities of the study of educational systems in 



individual countries; 3) Ukrainian studies - reflects the study of foreign language 

education through the prism of adaptation of its experience in Ukraine. 

The analysis of scientific studies on the development of foreign language 

education abroad revealed the narrowness of their territorial and geographical 

vector. This was reflected in the focus on five to six countries in the Western 

European region (UK, Germany; France; Sweden, Poland) and the United States. 

The development of foreign language education in about ten other states has been 

studied to a lesser extent. Thus, the vast majority of other countries in the world 

have escaped the attention of Ukrainian scientists.These trends and priorities are 

due to the European integration course of Ukraine. 

Key words: pedagogical comparative studies, foreign language education, 

foreign education, historiography of pedagogical science, foreign education 

system. 

 

ТЕРИТОРІАЛЬНИЙ ВЕКТОР УКРАЇНСЬКИХ СТУДІЙ ПРО 

РОЗВИТОК ІНШОМОВНОЇ ОСВІТИ В ЗАРУБІЖЖІ 

Анотація. У статті проаналізовано територіально-географічний вектор 

українських студій про розвиток іншомовної освіти в зарубіжжі. Для 

предметного репрезентативного вивчення цієї проблеми методом головного 

масиву було охоплено близько 70 дисертацій і двох десятків монографій, а 

вибірковим методом – близько сотні статей. На основі аналізу їхніх назв і 

змісту  визначено чотири основні територіально-географічні вектори 

дослідження іншомовної освіти у зарубіжжі: 1) регіональний – у вигляді 

державно-політичних об’єднань та історико-культурних регіонів світу; 2) 

країнознавчий – визначає спектр і пріоритети вивчення освітніх систем в 

окремих країнах; 3) українознавчий – відображає вивчення зарубіжної 

іншомовної освіти крізь призму адаптації її досвіду в Україні.  

Аналіз наукових студій про розвиток іншомовної освіти в зарубіжжі 

виявив вузькість їхнього територіально-географічного вектору. Це 



проявилося у зосередженні уваги на п’яти-шести країнах 

західноєвропейського регіону (Велика Британія, Німеччина; Франція; 

Швеція, Польща) та США. Меншою мірою вивчався розвиток іншомовної 

освіти у ще близько десяти державах. Таким чином, абсолютна більшість 

інших країн світу залишилася поза увагою українських науковців. Означені 

тенденції і пріоритети зумовлені євроінтеграційним курсом України. 

Ключові слова: педагогічна компаративістика, іншомовна освіта, 

зарубіжна освіта, історіографія педагогічної науки, зарубіжна система освіти. 

 

INTRODUCTION          

Ukraine's integration into the European and world educational space has 

highlighted the need to study foreign experience for its use in reforming the 

national education system and improving the content of the educational 

process.The problem of foreign language education has become especially 

important in this area, as knowledge of foreign languages is an important 

prerequisite for adaptation in new ethnocultural environments, expansion of 

intercultural contacts, successful employment abroad and so on. 

During the 90's of the XX - early XXI century in Ukrainian pedagogical 

comparative studies has accumulated a significant array of research that reveals the 

development of theory and practice of teaching foreign languages in different 

countries and regions of the world. In the historiography of this problem of 

particular interest is its territorial and geographical perspective It largely reflects 

the general trends of development and priorities of Ukrainian historical and 

pedagogical science. This problem has not yet been the subject of scientific 

research, but due to its importance, requires special analysis. 

Analysis of scientific research. Our study is directly devoted to the 

historiography of foreign language education, so we outline the important features 

and features for its analysis. First, we note the interdisciplinary nature of research 

on foreign language education. It is manifested in their training at the intersection 



of pedagogy, linguistics and some other humanities. Secondly, the study of this 

problem is accompanied by terminological discourse, which is manifested in the 

use of the terms "bilingual", "polylingual", "foreign language" and others. The 

authors often invest in them different meanings, which affects the understanding of 

the nature and character of the studied processes and phenomena. Third, with the 

growing scientific pluralism, the topics of studies are expanding and the 

interpretation of certain educational phenomena that correspond to the essence of 

individual national educational systems is diversified. All this necessitates the 

subject analysis of the territorial-geographical vector of the specified array of 

studies as an important prerequisite for the creation of its holistic scientific 

reception.   

AIM AND TASKS RESEARCH – are to carry out a substantive analysis 

of the territorial-geographical vector accumulated by Ukrainian pedagogical 

comparative studies in the late twentieth - early twentieth century. representative 

scientific studies on the development of foreign language education abroad. 

RESEARCH RESULTS 

Based on the studies of Ukrainian and foreign scholars (Batsevich, 2007; 

Gusevskaya, 2011; Vetchinova, 2009; Nikolaeva, 2016; Passov, 1998, etc.), 

foreign language education is defined as a specially organized pedagogical process 

of learning, education and development of the learner content and means discipline 

"foreign language". Its important characteristics are revealed in aspects of integrity 

(enrichment with knowledge, skills, experience of dialogic interaction in the 

process of mastering the discipline and ability and readiness for further self-

education with the help of a foreign language); axiological orientation (language 

and culture become instruments of preservation, development, translation of 

traditions of a certain people, country).; efficiency and effectiveness (cognitive, 

value-oriented, aesthetic activity provides the formation of socio-cultural, 

linguistic-communicative, educational-cognitive competencies of the linguistic 

personality). 



Territorial and geographical boundaries of studies on the development of 

foreign language education determine an important section of their overall 

architecture. For the subject representative study of this problem, the method of the 

main array covered about 70 dissertations and two dozen monographs, and the 

selective method - about a hundred articles. Analysis of their names and content 

allows us to identify four main territorial and geographical vectors of the study of 

foreign language education abroad: 1) regional - in the form of state and political 

associations and historical and cultural regions of the world; 2) country studies - 

determines the range and priorities of the study of educational systems in 

individual countries; 3) Ukrainian studies - reflects the study of foreign language 

education through the prism of adaptation of its experience in Ukraine. 

It is necessary to recognize a certain conditionality of such a division, 

because the defined territorial vectors cover the same states and groups of 

countries, which a priori intersect and overlap. This determines the territorial and 

geographical "multidimensionality" of studies on the development of foreign 

language education abroad.  It is manifested primarily in a comparative study of its 

development in two or more countries, among which, as a rule, is Ukraine.   

The analysis of the regional vector revealed the absolute concentration of 

Ukrainian scholars in studying the development of foreign language education in 

the European cultural and educational space This natural situation is explained by 

the priorities of Ukraine's integration into it. It actualizes the study of theoretical 

and practical principles (principles, requirements, criteria, standards, etc.) of 

language education development, which are developed by the governing bodies 

and institutional structures of the European Union. In addition, the general trends 

in the development of sectoral language policy are being actively studied, which, 

in particular, concerns the formation of language competence of certain groups of 

professionals and youth and adults.  

In this territorial perspective, thorough comprehensive research on trends in 

the development of school foreign language education in the member states of the 

Council of Europe (Tadeeva, 2001); on multilingual education of schoolchildren in 



Western Europe in the second half of the XX - early XXI century. (Pershukova, 

2016); on the formation of language personality in the history of the formation of 

the European socio-cultural educational space (Makhinov, 2012) and others. These 

works present conceptually important for our study scientific experience in 

identifying and implementing comparative characteristics of the main areas and 

important aspects of the development of foreign language education in different 

groups of countries. 

From the analysis of the names and content of the studies it follows that 

scientists raise the question of studying the foreign language educational situation 

in "Europe", "Western Europe", sometimes in some groups of European countries.  

However, despite such a formal declaration of territorial boundaries, the focus is 

usually on three to five "top countries", which will be discussed below.  

We consider justified and promising scientific approach to the study of 

groups of countries close not only in territorial but also geopolitical, ethnocultural 

and other relations. As an example, we note the study on the development of 

school foreign language education in Central Europe (Austria, Czech Republic, 

Slovakia, Poland, Hungary). Since the 80's of the twentieth century. they 

experienced similar shifts in its development due to the adherence to the 

conceptual basis for the transformation of multilingualism from a linguistic 

phenomenon to a core principle of language policy. This principle is in line with 

the general challenges of a multilingual, multinational Europe (Talalai, 2017). 

The question of foreign language training of young people in the context of 

the implementation of the concept of "lifelong learning" in the Scandinavian 

countries is justified and well thought out. For example, some studies on this issue 

show that Finland, Sweden, Norway were among the first to draw attention to the 

need to provide every citizen with equal educational opportunities. Due to similar 

social and educational policies and high living standards, they have for many years 

demonstrated high performance in international rankings of the level and quality of 

language and foreign literacy of the population (Zagoruyko, 2012). 



This regional "Eurocentrism" expands and complements the second country 

study vector with "American centrism." To determine it, a scientometric analysis 

of the outlined higher basic array of studies (dissertations, monographs, textbooks, 

articles) was performed according to the criterion of the frequency of recording the 

country in the title of the study. The calculation and ranking is based on a scale 

according to which 10 points is compared with the largest number of works 

devoted to a particular country, etc. 

The calculations performed in a formal mathematical way allow us to 

present the country study vector of research in various areas and aspects of the 

development of foreign language education in certain countries (only the works of 

one author about one country were taken into account): USA - 10 points; Great 

Britain and Germany - 8-7 points; France - 6-5 points; Canada, Sweden, Poland - 

4-3 points; Austria, Venezuela, Mexico, Moldova, Russia, Romania, Slovakia, 

Finland, and others. - 2-1 points. 

These indicators are difficult to consider absolute and exhaustive, however, 

given the sufficient representativeness of scientific sources for a sample analysis, 

we can say that they most likely reflect the general priorities of the study of foreign 

language education in individual countries. The results show that the main focus of 

most (about 2/3) studies was only five or six countries. The other quarter of the 

studies covered about seven to eight more countries, and only a few authors (5-7% 

of the studies) addressed the development of language education in other countries 

in fragments. Thus, Ukrainian historiography has not, in fact, subjected the 

absolute majority of the world's states to scientific examination in order to clarify 

their experience in the organization and development of foreign language 

education. 

This situation is generally natural, because, given the desire to identify and 

explore the most interesting and valuable for Ukraine experience in organizing and 

developing didactic principles of foreign language education, scientists focused 

primarily on countries that have proven effective in this area.  



This conclusion also confirms the analysis of the content and thematic focus 

of research and the dynamics of changes in research priorities. 

It was found that the main attention (about 60-70% of works) of Ukrainian 

scholars was focused on the study of problems related to the language component 

of multicultural education, training of future foreign language teachers and 

bachelors and masters in translation and applied linguistics in universities and 

other types of institutions. higher education in the USA, Great Britain, Germany, 

and France. We observe moderate activity in the study of the theory and practice of 

teaching foreign languages in secondary schools of these countries. It was 

expedient and justified to focus on understanding the unique and productive 

experience of introducing the principles of bilingualism into the educational 

process of certain groups of the population - immigrants, ethnic minorities, etc.  

 Another productive and natural tendency for the development of pedagogical 

comparative studies to cover the subject of study of certain groups of countries that 

had similar approaches and traditions of development of certain areas and 

components of foreign language education. Combinations for parallel study and 

comparison in this case are based on three main principles: dualistically 

homogeneous "country - country"; dualistically heterogeneous "country - region"; 

"Multicomponent", when the subject of the study are several countries that are 

compared according to certain criteria and characteristics. 

Examples of such scientific approaches are comparative studies on the 

development of bilingual education in secondary schools in the United States and 

Europe based on its priority goals and the content and methods of teaching a 

foreign language (Buzovsky, 2010). Along with works on language training of 

students in higher education institutions in the USA and Western Europe (Paliy & 

Petruk & Mykulenko, 2014), studies on poly- and linguocultural principles of 

higher education in Great Britain, USA, Canada and Australia and implementation 

of conceptual principles of bilingual education are of interest. in Canada and the 

United States (Ogienko-2014, 2015). 



Substantiating the social significance of foreign language education, 

scientists reveal the prospects and opportunities for using foreign experience to 

develop activities in this area in Ukraine. Bilingual education is argued to be an 

adequate response to the global challenges of today, including the pervasive 

processes of integration and population perturbations. The necessity of a 

comprehensive approach to the study of bilingualism as a component of the state 

educational policy is proved; as an interdisciplinary phenomenon that requires 

subject pedagogical characteristics; as an effective mechanism for harmonizing 

different cultures and languages, characterized by openness and alternative models 

and flexibility and variability of multilingual programs and learning technologies. 

These approaches are manifested in the scientific work, which presents the 

third Ukrainian geographical-territorial vector, which reflects the approach to 

understanding the experience of foreign language education in the "opposite 

direction", ie through the prism of opportunities and prospects for its application in 

Ukraine. According to our analysis, the array of works in which this problem is 

posed in this perspective, quantitatively overlaps the studies of the two previous, 

regional and regional, vectors. 

According to the content and target features in the work on the Ukrainian 

studies territorial vector we distinguish three subgroups of studies. The first 

includes comprehensive research (dissertations, monographs, etc.) on the 

development of foreign language education in foreign countriesTheir authors 

summarize the possibilities of using their experience to develop the theory and 

practice of foreign language teaching in Ukraine. 

The second subgroup includes works whose subject is a direct comparative 

analysis of the development of foreign language education in Ukraine and foreign 

countries. As illustrative examples, we note the monograph on bilingual education 

as a factor and means of implementing the principle of multiculturalism in 

Ukraine, Romania and Moldova (Antonyuk, 1999); experience of complex 

comparison of theory and practice training of future English teachers in 

universities of Ukraine and Poland (Karichkovskaya, 2011); an article on the 



historical aspects of the development of the system of foreign language teacher 

training in Ukraine and the United Kingdom (Makhaeva, 2012); scientific and 

methodological development of trends in the development of early foreign 

language learning in the United States and Ukraine (Smelyanskaya, 2008), etc. 

CONCLUSIONS  

Thus, the analysis of scientific studies on the development of foreign 

language education abroad revealed the narrowness of their territorial and 

geographical vector. This has manifested itself in the focus of five or six countries 

in the Western European region and the United States. The development of foreign 

language education in about ten other countries has been studied to a lesser extent, 

so the vast majority of other countries in the world have escaped the attention of 

Ukrainian scholars. These trends and priorities are due to the European integration 

course of Ukraine. 
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