Journal of Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University
http://journals.pnu.edu.ua

Vol. 8, No. 2 (2021), 28-33

UDC 94(477) «1918-1923»
doi: 10.15330/jpnu.8.2.28-33

Section:
HISTORY AND MODERNITY

«THE NOVEMBER BREAKDOWN» (<KNOVEMBER ACTION») 1918:
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Abstract. The purpose of the study is to analyze peculiarities of the historical event «The
November Breakdown» («November Action») — the national democratic revolution in the Western
Ukrainian lands — not as a revolution in its classical version, but a military coup with the elements
of the national liberation struggle of Western Ukrainians in the autumn of 1918. On the basis of the
historical and political analysis of the historiographical heritage concerning the preconditions and
creation of the Western Ukrainian People’s Republic, the events of October 31 — November 1, 1918,
are described as discrepancies and generalizations of their direct participants; the research also
clarifies the factors of political and ideological «explanations» of the revolutionary «November
Breakdown» in historiography of the Ukrainian diaspora of the 20th Century. The Soviet and
contemporary Ukrainian historiography statements about the «revolutionary nature» of the events
in Eastern Halychyna in 1918, and hence the November 1918 national democratic revolution, are
still debatable. Halychyna Ukrainians made a legal proclaimation of the Ukrainian state within the
framework of the Austrian-Hungarian state, they were waiting for a peaceful transfer of power in
Eastern Halychyna, and the armed uprising of October 31 — November 1, 1918, became a military
coup in the geopolitical realities of the rising tension in the Polish-Ukrainian relations. Therefore,
on November 1, the Austro-Hungarian government authorized an act of transfer of the state power
in Eastern Halychyna to the Ukrainian National Council, and on November 13, 1918, the Council
proclaimed Western Ukrainian People’s Republic. The origins of the myth about the
«revolutionary character», or «revolution» in Eastern Halychyna in 1918, are rooted in attempts to
«inject» the non-existent in reality class struggle of the region population into the broader context
of the Bolshevik and socialist revolution. During the Khrushchev Thaw, in 1957 this myth
underwent certain modification in the famous article of historian O.Karpenko, and later on, in
1993, this myth transformation turned into a «national-democratic revolution» in Western
Ukrainian lands. In fact, the memoirs of the participants and creators of the «November Action»,
the external sources, as well as the mass media of that, do not interpret the events under study just
as “a revolution”, but only as “a coup”, “disarmament”, etc.,, which testifies to the militaristic
nature of events.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Besides the obvious tectonic shifts happening in the study of the "Ukrainian question" in history
and political science and them being represented by several generations of contemporary Ukrainian
and foreign researchers, the marked by the "spirit of the time" interpretation of the important nation-
building events continues to dominate; it includes the events of the Ukrainian revolution of 1914-1923.

In 1996 Yaroslav Hrytsak conceptualized one of these shift, stating that "The November Action” of
1918 will eventually become one of the legends in the Ukrainian political ideology of the XX
century." [2, p. 136]. He was surely right, as it was certainly a historical and ideological idea of this kind
that already prevailed in the minds of historians at that time as an example of revolution. This approach
was introduced in our historiography by Olexandr Karpenko, and it was undoubtedly an extraordinary
and courageous step: in 1957 he decided to raise the question of the "nature of the revolutionary
movement in Eastern Galicia in 1918," and in 1992 he conceptualized his idea as “the November
national-democratic revolution in the western Ukrainian lands in 1918" [7, p. 13, 43]. The emphasis on
the idea of revolution, moreover, in the national-democratic form, at the time of the independence
restoration in the 1990s, proved the viability of the concept of ruptures/transformations of the historical
time. After all, Ivan Lysyak-Rudnytsky wrote about "the all-Ukrainian significance of the Galician
breakdown of 1918-19" [11, p. 53], alluding to something else - "the only example of the Ukrainian state
order in recent history" [11, p.56], but in no way was he calling these processes a revolution or
revolutionary ones (these names were reserved only for the events in the Dnieper region). Apparently,
Serhiy Plokhiy, a talented modern popularizer of the history of Ukraine, followed the same fashion,
though more discreetly: "On November 1, 1918, Ukrainians attacked first." [19, p. 279].

The wording a "revolutionary padolist" [revolutionary November] used by Mykola Lytvyn and
Kim Naumenko did not add to the understanding of this problem in their work "History of the Western
Ukrainian People's Republic" in 1995 [13, p.31], they meant "armed uprising on the night of
November,1" in the first place [13, p. 34].

Modern academic generalizations are also difficult to understand. In “The Handbook of the
Ukrainian History” of 2001, that included information mainly prepared by Lviv researchers, these
events were called the "November Uprising of 1918" that is “the Ukrainian national liberation uprising
that took place on the night of October 31 to November 1, 1918 in Lviv, and which resulted in the
creation of the Western Ukrainian People's Republic” [4, p. 411]. The "Encyclopedia of the History of
Ukraine" of 2009, which was authored by Kyiv scholars, calls the events of autumn 1918 the "November
National Democratic Revolution in Galicia in 1918", and the slogan "November Action" made a
reference to the “revolutionary” articles by Yu. Cherchenko [5, p. 161, 163].

2. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

It is hardly a place and time to consider the historical preconditions of the autumn of 1918
(Ukrainian Soviet historians, historians of the Ukrainian diaspora, and well-known contemporary
researchers, all wrote about it in a different way) [22, p. 45] that led to the events of October 31 -
November 1, 1918. Another thing is important here: how did the participants of those events
understand these actions? What did they call these events? Were they aware of the importance of what
they were doing?

3. RESEARCH OBJECTIVE, METHODOLOGY AND DATA

The Mykhailo Hutsuliak, a contemporary of those events, saw them in a different light, he would
qualify them as: an "exemplary disarmament and transfer of power into to Ukrainian hands in Lviv",

non non

"November Action in the western lands of Ukraine", "coup"”, "nationwide disruption”, "November
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coup", “Bloodless revolution” "[3, p. 5, 7, 98, 109, 129, 133, 138]. The author asks a natural question:
"Was November, 1, 1918, really a nationwide "disruption"?" [3, p. 129]. And yet, brownie points for the
interpretation of what actually had happened in Lviv and in the "Galician province" on the night of
October 31 - November 1, 1918 did not belong to the author of the work "November 1, 1918, in the
Western Lands of Ukraine...", because it appeared only in 1973. We must take a close look at different,
second body of memoir sources.

Their charm is that they come directly from the participants of the events in Lviv, so to speak, from
the "first echelon", the military themselves. First of all, it is Dmytro Paliiiv, whom M. Hutsulyak calls
"the actual structural architect of the November Action" [3, p. 13]: in the memoirs published in 1928 for
the first time, this military figure described the period under study as the "November Revolution" [20,
p.- 20]. However, despite the title of these memoirs, there is a variety of terms used: Ukrainian Sich
Riflemen are reffered to as a "revolutionary center", Dmytro Vitovsky is called a "revolutionary", but
stile the "November coup" or "Ukrainian armed action in Eastern Galicia" stand strong [20, p. 23-24, 32-
33]. In conclusion, D. Paliyiv speaks of November 1, 1918 as "the first stage-act of an armed coup",
followed by the second one — the "consolidation of the gained and the creation of the state" [20, p. 38].

Another direct military participant of the Lviv events, Osyp Kuzma called the November days of
1918 "an act of coup d'etat in Lviv", "coup d'etat", "a great revolutionary affair" [8, p. 5, 56-68, 71] in his
thorough study of events (1931).. Moreover, O. Kuzma’'s work contained excerpts from the orders to the
district military committees in Eastern Galicia, which prompted "to take power on their own" [8,
p. 58]. Summarizing the idea a primarily military nature of the November action, Myron Dolnytskyi
wrote in his memoirs, "one can no longer deny that the November Disruption was primarily an
outcome of revolutionary action of the military units, it was organized and put into action by the
Ukrainian General Military Commissariat in Lviv on the night of October 31 to November 1, 1918." [21,
p- 49].

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

As we can see, the uprising on the night of October 31 - November 1, 1918, gave birth to a
historiographical and political legend of the state creation of the Western Ukrainians in the XX
century. Therefore, how should it be addressed: a revolution, a coup or an uprising?

Historical sources prove that the direct participants of the events of October 31-November 1, 1918
did not struggle with their interpretation; neither did they resort to terminological discussion of a kind;
they perceived it as a rather self-evident, accomplished fact. Thus, the military and civilians relied on
the main concepts such as "coup", "disarmament" and "seizure of power", all of which, in fact, became
the basic markers of a qualitative change in the political situation that made a difference in the lives of
Galician Ukrainians at the end of the Great War, creating the necessary preconditions for the imminent
independent state establishment. While in the case of Lviv it was rather “disarmament”, the cities and
towns nearby perceived the events primarily as the military “takeover of power”. Therefore, the term
"coup" seems to be the most appropriate to describe the essence of the events of the late autumn of
1918; there were solitary examples when its contemporaries perceived it in the meaning of
revolutionary transformations after some time, and, thus, it conveyed glorification. The interpretation
of these events, especially the ones that took place in Lviv, as a Ukrainian military act became the
cornerstone; it provided a standpoint for the basic characteristics of the national liberation struggle of
Western Ukrainians during the XX century. Moreover, the shift of emphasis to the revolutionary nature
of the November Action, its manipulation, politicization and ideologization with the following
mythologization, all took place less than half a century later, and it was not by the will of the direct
participants of this coup.



31 Ivan Monolatii

REFERENCES

[1] Borauescskuit A. Iaeoaoriani ocHOBM ancronagosux nodiit. Piasaeansdis: Ocepegox [Tparri HTIII, 1959.
[Bohachevskyi, D. Ideolohichni osnovy lystopadovykh podii. Filiadelfiia: Oseredok Pratsi NTSh, 1959].

[2] Tpmmak f. Hapuc icropii Yxpainu. PopmysanHsa MoAepHOi ykpaiHcbkoi Hamii XIX — XX croairrs. K.:
T'enesa, 1996.

[Hrytsak, Ya. Narys istorii Ukrainy: Formuvannia modernoi ukrainskoi natsii XIX-XX st. Kyiv: Heneza,
1996].

[3] TI'ymyasx M. Ilepmmuit Aucronag 1918 poky Ha 3axiguux 3emMaAsax YKpaiHu 3i crioragamy i KUTTEIIMCaMU
yaeHiB KowmiteTy BukoHasBliB /ucronagosoro Yumny. HI)IO-VIOPK: Baukysep, 1973. [Hutsuliak, M.
Pershyi Lystopad 1918 roku na zakhidnykh zemliakh Ukrainy zi spohadamy i zhyttiepysamy chleniv
Komitetu vykonavtsiv Lystopadovoho chynu. Niu-York; Vankuver, 1973].

[4] AdosBianuk 3 ictopii Ykpainu (A — ). 2-re Bua., goonp. i gonosH. K.: I'enesa, 2001.

[Pidkova, I. & Shust, R. (Ed.) Dovidnyk z istorii Ukrainy (A-Ya). Kyiv: Heneza, 2001].

[6] Ennmkaomneais icropii Ykpainu. T. 6 (Aa — Mi). K.: Hayxosa aymxka, 2009.

[Smolii, V. (Ed.) Entsyklopediia istorii Ukrainy, 6, 161-162. Kyiv: Naukova dumka, 2009].

[6] 3axiaHo-Ykpainceka Hapoana PecriyOaika 1918-1923: JdoxkymenTn i maTepiaan y 5-tm tomax. Kep. i
Biam. peg. O. Kapmenko. T. 1. Isano-®pankiscek: Aiaes-HB, 2001.

[Karpenko O. (Ed.). Zakhidno-Ukrainska Narodna Respublika 1918-1923: Dokumenty i materialy
(Vols.1-5) Ivano-Frankivsk: Lileia-NV, 2001].

[7] Kapmenxo O. 3 icropii 3axigHo-Yxpaincekoi Hapoanoi Pecriy6aikn. Isano-@pankiscek: BAB LIIT, 2006.
[Karpenko, O. Z istorii Zakhidno-Ukrainskoi Narodnoi Respubliky. Ivano-Frankivsk, 2006.]

[8] Kyspma O. Anucronagosi axi 1918 p. 3i mkinamm. /ssis, 1931; Hio I7Iop1<, 1960. HakaaaoMm BUAAaBHUYOL
KoollepatyBy «YepBoHa KaanHa».

[Kuzma, O. Lystopadovi dni 1918 r.: Zi shkitsamy. Lviv; Niu-York: Chervona kalyna, 1960, 1931]

[9] Kyuabcpkmii B. 3axigna Ykpaina y 6opots6i 3 [Toasmiero ta Oiapiosnsmom y 1918-1923 poxkax; mep. 3
uHiMm. T. Aicuoi. Assis: ABLT HTII, 2015.

[Kuchabskyi, V. Zakhidna Ukraina u borotbi z Polshcheiu ta bilshovyzmom u 1918-1923 rokakh.
(T.Lisna, transl.) Lviv, 2015].

[10] Aesumbkuit K. Beanxuit 3pus (Jo icTopii ykpaiHchbKoI Aep:KaBHOCTU Big OepesHs 40 aucromnaga 1918 p.
Ha ITiACTaBi CIIOMUHIB Ta 40OKyMeHTiB). /lbBiB: Bugasnnua kooneparusa «HepsoHna kaanHa», 1931; Hrro-
Vopk: Buaasuumteo Yapropuiicsknx, 1968.

[Levytskyi, K. Velykyi Zryv (Do istorii ukrainskoi derzhavnosty vid bereznia do lystopada 1918 r. na
pidstavi spomyniv ta dokumentiv). Lviv: Chervona kalyna; Niu-York: Vydavnytstvo Chartoryiskykh,
1968, 1931].

[11] Ancax-Pyanunpkuint 1. Bxaaa TaamumHm B yKpaiHCbKi BU3BOABHI 3MmaraHH:, [y:] Isan wmcax-
Pyannipknit. Icropuyani ece. Tom 2. K.: Ocnosn, 1994.

[Lysiak-Rudnytskyi, I. Istorychni ese. (Ya.Hrytsak, transl.). Vol.2. Kyiv: Osnovy, 1994].

[12] Autsur M. P., Haymenko K. €. Icropis raamiipkoro crpisentsa. Bua. apyre. /bpis: Kamensip, 1991.
[Lytvyn, M.R. & Naumenko, K.Ye. Istoriia halytskoho striletstva. Lviv: Kameniar, 1991].

[13] Antsun M. P., Haymenko K. €. Icropis 3YHP. Absis: Oaip, 1995.

[Lytvyn, M.R. & Naumenko, K.Ye. Istoriia ZUNR. Lviv: Olir, 1995].

[14] Aitonnc Yepsonoi Kaannu. VIII piunnk. Assis, 1936. Y. 11.
[Litopys Chervonoi Kalyny, 1936, 11, 18-19].

[15] Ao3unchkmit M. Taanauna B pp. 1918-1920. b. M., 1922.
[Lozynskyi, M. (1922). Halychyna v rr. 1918-1920, 1922].

[16] Makyx 1. Ha napoaHii cayx6i. Aitpoit: Buganus Ykpaincekol BiabHOI rpomaau Amepumxu, 1958.
[Makukh, I. Na narodnii sluzhbi. Ditroit: Vydannia Ukrainskoi vilnoi hromady Ameryky, 1958].

[17] Mipuyk I1. TTepmnii ancromnag. ToponTo: Aira Bussoaenns Ykpainn, 1958.

[Mirchuk, P. Pershyi lystopad. Toronto: Liga vyzvolennia Ukrainy, 1958].

[18] Himuyxk 1. Ykpainceka BiiicbkoBa opranisariis y Bigui 8 4usax nepesopoty (IIpmanHok 40 icTopii 6ya0Bu

YkpaiHcpkol Aepskasu B I'aamunmni). http://komb-a-ingwar.blogspot.com/2008/11/blog-post_3493.html


http://komb-a-ingwar.blogspot.com/2008/11/blog-post_3493.html

«The November Breakdown» («November Action») 1918: a Revolution or a Military Coup? 32

[Nimchuk, I. Ukrainska viiskova orhanizatsiia u Vidni v dniakh perevorotu (Prychynok do istorii
budovy  Ukrainskoi  derzhavy v = Halychyni).  Retrieved  from  http://komb-a-ing-
war.blogspot.com/2008/11/blog-post_3493.html]

[19] ITaoxin C. bpama €sponn. IcTopisa Ykpainu Big ckidpcbkux Bo€H 40 HezaaexxHocTi. dpyre Bua. X.: Kayo
cimertHoro A03Biaasy, 2018.

[Plokhii, S. Brama Yevropy: Istoriia Ukrainy vid skifskykh voien do nezalezhnosti. (R.Klochko, transl.).
Kharkiv: Klub simeinoho dozvillia, 2018].

[20] Yxpaincoka l'aaunpka Apmis y 40-pivus ii ygactu y BuzsoasHux amaranssx B 1918-1919 pp. Marepiaan
Ao icropii. Tom III. Buaas xopymxuit YCC Amutpo Mukutiok. Binniner, 1966.

[Ukrainska halytska armiia u 40-richchia yii uchasty u vyzvolnykh zmahanniakh v 1918-1919 rr.:
Materiialy do istorii (1966). Vol. III. Vinnipeg].

[21] Yxpaincoka I'aanipka Apmis y 40-pigusd ii yuactu y BussoabpHnx 3amaranusx. (Matepisian 4o icropii).
Buaas xopymxuit YCC Amurpo Muxutiok. Binniner, 1958.

[Ukrainska halytska armiia u 40-richchia yii uchasty u vyzvolnykh zmahanniakh (Materiialy do istorii).
Vinnipeg, 1958].

[22] Lereascekmit /. Big aerena Ao mpasau. CrloMnHI IIPO MOAIT B YKpaiHi 3Bsa3aHi 3 Ilepmum Ancronazom
1918 p. Heio Mopk — ®uaageadis: Byaasa, 1960. [Tsehelskyi, L. Vid legend do pravdy: Spomyny pro
podii v Ukraini zviazani z Pershym Lystopadom 1918 r. Niu York; Filadelfiia: Bulava, 1960].

[23] IHankoBcpkmit /. YkpaiHcpka apmia B 00poTebi 3a aepskaBHicTb. Mionxen: Jnimposa xsmas, 1958.
[Shankovskyi, L. Ukrainska armiia v borotbi za derzhavnist. Miunkhen: Dniprova khvylia, 1958].

[24] Ereignisse in der Ukraine 1914-1922 deren Bedeutung unter historische Hintergriinde von Theophil
Hornykiewicz. Band IV. Philadelphia, Pa., USA; Druck und Verlag Ferdinand Berger & Schne OHG,
Horn, Osterreich, 1969.

Address: Ivan Monolatii, Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University, 57 Shevchenko St., Ivano-
Frankivsk, 76025 Ukraine.

E-mail: iwan.monolatij@gmail.com

Received: April 02, 2021; revised: April 04, 2021.

Momnoaariit Isan. «/ucronagosuit 3pus» 1918 poxy: pesoaionis un nepesopot? Kyprar Ipurapnamcoxozo
yHisepcumemy imeni Bacurs Cmeparuxa, 8 (2) (2021), 28-33.

Merta aocaigsKeHHS IOASTa€ B aHAAi3l 0coOAMBOCTel iCTOPMYHOIO HapaTMBy /lMCTONAJOBMII 3pWB
(AncronaaoBuii YMH) — HalliOHaAbHO-A4€MOKPATUYHOI PeBOAIOLII Ha 3aXiAHOYKpalHCBKMX 3eMASIX — He fAK
peBOAIOLil B 1i KAaCMYHOMY BapiaHTi, a BiJICbKOBOTO IIepeBOPOTY 3 edeMeHTaMll HalliOHaAbHO-BU3BOABHOL
OopoTeOM  3axigHux yKpaiHnis BoceHm 1918 p. Ha ocHOBi icTOpMKO-TI04iTOAOTIYHOTO aHaAi3y
ictopiorpadiunoi cmaammHN IIepedyMOB i TBOpeHHs 3axigHoykKpaiHcpkoi Hapoanoi Pecry6aikm
oxapakrepusoBaHo 10oAil 31 >xoBTHsA — 1 amcromaga 1918 p. AKx pisHOYMTaHH: ¥ y3araAbHEHH: iX
OesrocepeAHiX y4aCHUKIiB, 3'ICOBAHO UMHHUKMU ITOAITMYHMX Ta iA€0AOTIUHMX «IIOACHEHB» PeBOAIOIIiIHOCTI
«/lucroragoBoro 3puBy» B icropiorpadii ykpaincekoi giacmopmu XX cr. BucHosku. TeepAskeHHs paAsHCHKOL
Ta Cy4acHOI BiTYM3HSHOI icTopiorpadiii mpo «peBOAIOLIHNMII XapakTep» 1oa4ili Ha Cxignin [aananni 1918
p., a orxe Jucronazosy 1918 p. HallioHaAbHO-A€MOKpaTUYHY PeBOAIOIII0 — Aoci auckyciiiHe. I'aaniibki
YKpaiHIli AeraibHUM YMHOM IIPOTOAOCUAM YKPAiHCBKy Aep>KaBy B MeXXaX ABCTpO-YTOPIINHY, OYiKyBaAu
MUpHOI nepedadi Baaau Ha Cxigniit l'aananni, a 30poiiHe nmosctanHs 31 >KoBTHA — 1 amncromaga 1918 p. B
reonoAiTUYHUX peaaisX 3aroCTpeHH:S I10AbChKO-YKPAiHCHKUX B3a€MMH CTad0 JAOKOHaHMM (aKTOM SIK
BilICBKOBUII IIepeBOpPOT. YHacaidok 1poro 1 amcromaga BigOyBCs akT Hepejadi Aep>KaBHOI BAaAM y Kpail
BITOBHOBa>KEHIM aBCTPO-YTOPCLKOTO ypsiay YKpaiHcokint Harionaannint Paai, a 13 ancronaga 1918 p. Bona
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nporoaocusia 3axigHoyKpaiHcbKy Hapoany Pecmy6aiky. Butokm midy mpo «peBOAIOLIIHUII XapaKTep»,
«peBoamoriiio» Ha Cxiguiit l'aamamni 1918 p. caig mykaTm y cmpobax «BHOHMCaTH» HacHpabAi HeiCHYIOTy
«KaacoBy 60pOoTLOy» HaceAeHHs PerioHy y IIMPIINiT KOHTEKCT OiABIIIOBUIIBKOI J1 COIiaaiCTMYHOI PeBOAIOLIIL.
Mozu/[(pil(aui;[ 1LILOTO Micpy Bi,ZI,6yAaC5[ B YMOBaxX XpyIJOBCBKOI «Bigaurm» 1957 p. y Bigomin craTTi icTopuka
O.Kapnienka, 3rogom itoro TtpaHcopmamis 1993 p. obepHyaacs «HalliOHaABHO-A4€MOKPATIIHOIO
PeBOAIOIIIE€I0 Ha 3axiJHOYKpPAlHCBKMX 3eMAsx». Croragu GesrocepeHix TBOpIiB /lMCTONAAOBOTO UMHY,
AXepela 3OBHIIIHBOTO IIOXOAKEHHSA, a TaKOXX TOrodacHa IIpeca (pakTMYHO He MICTSATh TpaKTyBaHH:
AOCAIAXKYBaHUX TIOAiNl caMe fAK «PeBOAIOLil», a ANIIe — AK «II€PEeBOPOTY», «PO330OPOEHHA» 1 T. 4., IIO
CBiAYUTD IIPO X MiAiTapHMII XapakTep.

Karo4dosi caoBa: pesoatonis, BiricbkoBmil Iepesopor, CxigHa l'aamumnua, T'abcOypabka MoHapxis,
3axiaHoykpaincska Hapoana PecrryOaika.



